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Claim la defines a polynucleotide as comprising a nucleotide sequence 
that has at least 70% identity to a nucleotide sequence encoding a 
polypeptide of defined amino add sequence. Back-translation to the 
polypeptide in DNA generates a very large number of nucleic acid 
sequences. For example, a polypeptide of 100 amino acid residues 
generates 10e47 nucleotide sequences. It Is not possible to search an 
entire database with the entire list of generated nucleotide sequences. 
The search has been limited to nucleic add/ nucleic add, 
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comparisons. 
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